
 

 

Fishery Studies Newsletter  
 

News from Final  
Year Degree Students  

 
In April the final year BSc 
(Hons) Aquaculture & Fishery 
Management students at 
Sparsholt College travelled to 
north Spain on study tour. In 
order to fund this trip, the 
group undertook some 
sponsored research for Skretting, 
the largest fish food producer in the UK.  
Using the fish trial facilities at the Sparsholt College 
Hatchery, the group tested different levels of rape 
seed in rainbow trout food. This research is of 
massive importance; finding alternative ingredients 
for fish food is vital for the future of fish farming. 
All the trial feeding, husbandry and performance 
analysis of the fish was done by the students. On 
successful completion of the trial, Skretting made a 
£4000 donation towards the cost of the study tour. 
Spain has a HUGE Fishing and Aquaculture 
industry. In the Galicia region alone they farm 
180,000 tonnes of rope suspended mussels.  
 
The first visit was to Pesues marine hatchery which 
supplies 30 million juvenile sea bream and sea bass 
and over 80% of the Spanish clam seeds 
requirements. It is at the forefront of applied 
marine research and technology. 

Crossing the Picos 
Europa Mountains 
the group visited 
Ovapiscus who 
supply 120 million 
trout ova. It is the 
second biggest 
egg producer in 

the world and through 
photoperiod manipulation is able to supply 

eggs every month of the year. They use a machine 
to sort 1 million viable and non viable eggs each 
hour. 

 
Next they visited Isidro de la Cal Fresco, the only 
turbot and Black Spot bream farm in the world!  
They are currently researching into farming 
massive wreck fish, which grow up to 40 kg. 
 
A visit to AGAFA on the Illa de Arosa demonstrated 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ !ǎ ǿŜƭƭ 
as farming a wide variety of fish including the Sole, 
they farm crustacean, bivalves live feeds and even 
cephlopods. 
[ŀ /ƻǊǳƴŀΩǎ Řŀƛƭȅ ŦƛǎƘ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ƛǎ 
reputed to be the longest 
fish market in the world at 
over 1 km length! It has a 
spectacular display of weird 
and wonderful marine  
fish and shellfish. The 
downside, however, is how early in the morning it 
starts! 
 
The final visit was to a marine aquarium at La 
Coruna. It has a fantastic display of oceanographic 
and marine resources and is particularly focused 
on the sustainable harvest of the marine 
environment. 
The visits were combined each night with the most 

brilliant social and cultural evenings both in rural 
Galicia and the cosmopolitan city of La Coruna. The 
study tour is a major highlight of the final year of 
the degree programme. 
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First Year BSc  
Practical  

The first year 
BSc/Foundation degree 
had a great success with 
one of their first 
electrofishing practicals.  
In November, the group 
electrofished a four mile 
section of the River 

Loddon to collect mature rainbow trout to use 
as stockfish for breeding.  The aim was to collect 
1000 fish in three days; however the group 
completely destroyed their target managing to 
collect 1089 fish in just two days!  Apart from the 
respect and appreciation of the fishery manager, 
the students gained a first class knowledge of how 
to electrofish successfully.  They were then able to 
take an electrofishing qualification to gain their 
certificate of competence.  
 

NDFMS            Year 1 
 
In February NDFMS 1 students excitedly made 
their way to the famous CEMEX Sandhurst Lake at 
Yateley to help with a stock survey and fish 
removal project that former student, 
and now CEMEX Fishery 
Manager, Roo Newby 
ƘŀŘ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ 
aim was to remove a 
number of the smaller 
carp below 15lbs along 
with any tench and 
bream that could be caught. 
The group split into two teams and set 
about seine netting the lake. As always the 
competition between the two groups was evident 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƘǳƎŜ ŎƘŜŜǊ ŦŜƭƭ ǘƻ ±ƛǾΩǎ ǘŜŀƳ ǿƘŜƴ 
they managed to catch one of the lakes most 
ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ Ψ{ŎŀƭŜȅΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻǾŜǊ 
the 40lb mark along with a mighty 35lb common in 
their first sweep of the net. Not to be outdone 
Simon and his team caught a couple of carp and 
some huge tench to 9lbs and bream to 12lbs. 
 
During lunch a team tactics talk decided that a lot 
of the fish were right out in the middle of the lake; 
too far to reach with the 125m nets.  A plan was 
hatched to join both the nets together and do one 
massive sweep over the area where the fish were 

thought to be; this was done within the hour, 250 
metres of net had been carefully set and covered 
about 4 acres of the lake. After 45 minutes of hard 
work the net was virtually in; initially it looked 
disappointing but as the leads were pulled under 
the fish it became apparent that the tactic had 
worked. Numerous 30lb plus carp and another of 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀƪŜǎ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎ ΨbƛƎŜΩǎ CƛǎƘΩ όǿŜƛƎƘƛƴƎ 
in around the 42lb mark) were in the net. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With bulging cages of huge carp plus several 
specimen tench and bream the group then graded 
out the fish to be removed to other lakes on the 
site. In all about a dozen carp plus the tench and 
bream were loaded into the transport tank.   
The day finished with a photo shoot with the 
students and the larger fish that they had caught. It 
was quite a special day because this was the 
biggest haul of 30lb plus carp that any student 
group had caught whilst netting a UK water.  
It was a truly amazing day so a big thanks to all at 
Cemex for inviting the college up there.  
  

NDFISHORN  
visit  

The NDFISHORN group were invited to London 
Aquarium by one of their Aquarists and ex-ND 
student, Ellen Ashford. During the visit the group 
were taken on a behind the scenes tour of the 
Aquarium, which included being given the 
opportunity to feed some of the inhabitants 
including the resident turtles.  
Ellen also set the task of 
designing new 
improvements 
for the new 
ocean exhibit, 
which was a 
challenging 
experience for 
everyone. 
After a busy day the group took the opportunity to 
sample some of the local cuisine ς fish and chips!  



The  year 2õs have been  
out & about too!  

 

This year the NDFMS2 group have been involved in 
TWO exciting reedbed clearance and development 
projects. These very hands on experiences provide 
an opportunity to learn about reed bed 
management and the value of reed beds to a huge 
variety of fish, animal and plant species. 

The first project 
in November 
was at the 

Cotswolds 
Water Park, an 
area of very 

significant 
conservation 

value. Park Ranger, Ali Swainston, 
outlined the need to coppice willows in the reed 
bed to prevent encroachment and spoiling this 
protected habitat area. The work on the site forms 
part of the Cotswold Water Park Biodiversity 
Action Plan.  
The second project was in January, with a 
return trip in April, to Dinton Pastures Country 
Park. The aims of these days were to clear 
willow and scrub from the margins of a lake 
and then return to actually plant a brand 
new reedbed. Country Park Officer, Simon 
Bartlam, also carefully explained the 
importance of this type of work to a 
diverse range of species, aquatic and non 
aquatic, and the benefits of managing the 
environment for a fishery manager.  Dinton is host 
ǘƻ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ .ƛǘǘŜǊƴΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ 
rare birds that requires the reedbed environment 
to survive. 
Both projects were hugely successful, working in 
partnership with the Cotswold Water Park Society 
and Dinton Pastures Country Park to re-instate 
natural reed bed areas, provide students with 
hands on experiences and reinforce classroom 
theory with an opportunity to talk to and work 
alongside professionals in the field.  
 

First Diploma 
carp feed 
trial  

 

January 2010 saw our First Diploma in Fish 
Husbandry students begin their carp feed trial, 

which ran until Easter. 
The students monitored the growth of 33 carp, 
spread over two tanks, one of 16 and the other 17.  
Each tank was fed a different feed percentage but 
the same diet; the aim was to see which feed 
percentage promoted the best growth. Each 
student was assigned one fish to individually 
monitor its growth. 
Carp are recognised by 
their scale patterns so each 
fish was photographed; 
with students choosing 
and naming their fish, 
ready to register its progress! The 
set up of the trial involved measuring and weighing 
each carp and recording the data collected. Each 
week, students weighed their respective fish and 
calculated the correct feed amount, then weighed 
out the feed into daily rations to last the week. 
Trial results were calculated, analysed and written 
up. Students learned a great deal about managing 
feed percentages as well as learning about safe fish 
handling and good fish husbandry skills. 
 

é And then down to 
the West 
Countr y!  

Fish lecturer Viv Shears and 
teaching assistant Vivienne Evans, 
took a group of FDFH students to 
visit Priory Fisheries in Devon, one 
of the largest coarse fish farms in 

the country. The team were greeted by co-owner 
Ben Gratwicke and assistant Ben Jenkins, both 
former National Diploma Fish graduates from 
Sparsholt.  
The FDFH team were soon into action, successfully 
netting of one of the broodstock ponds at Priory 
and handling some lovely Leney and Dink strains of 
carp plus some broodstock tench. The team all had 
great day on the farm and a big thanks to all at 
Priory for allowing the group down to gain 
incredibly valuable experience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Level 1õs undertake spiling  
 

In February the Level 1 fish 
group travelled to 
Surrey to learn a 
new technique in 
bank repair called 
spiling. Their role 
was to repair the 
eroded banks at a 
lake at the Riverside 

complex in Guildford, caused by dogs 
entering and exiting the lake. Part of the work 
involved the coppicing of willow that was growing 
along the banks of the lake. The students were 
able to demonstrate their new found felling skills 
and expertly removed long 
lengths of 
willow to 
allow a 15 
metre 
stretch of 
the lake 
bank to be 

repaired. They then moved on to the traditional art 
of spiling, weaving a willow fence across the face 
of the eroded bank. After hours of hard work and a 
lot of trial and error the spiling was successfully 
compleǘŜŘΦ ¸Ŝǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
group and another skill under the belt. 

 

Fishery Stud ies  Courses  
available at Sparsholt:  

 
Full-time Courses 
 BSc (Hons) Aquaculture & Fishery Management 

 FdSc Sport Fisheries & Aquaculture  

 Level 3 Diploma in Fish Management (Sport Fisheries) 

 Level 3 Diploma in Fish Management (Ornamental) 

 Level 2 Diploma in Fish Husbandry 

 Level 1 Diploma in Land-based Studies (Fish) 

Part-time Courses 
 Care and Maintenance of Gardens Ponds 

 Fish Husbandry for the Retail Sector 

 Fish Husbandry in Public Aquaria 

 Fish Keeping for Hobbyists 

 Sport Fishery Management 
 

 

 
 

 
We need your Results!  

 
Many of you will shortly be receiving your GCSE results and your place at Sparsholt College may be conditional 
on achievement of certain grades. When you get your results please email them into the college on 
GCSEFISHERY@sparsholt.ac.uk and then we will be able to confirm your place for September. 
 
5ƻƴΩǘ CƻǊƎŜǘ you will still need to bring a paper copy of your results to College in the first week to enable us 
to enrol you. If you would prefer to phone in with results then please contact the course tutors:  
 

Level 3 Diploma in Fish Management (Sport Fisheries) Viv Shears/Sue Scott 01962 797205/797298 
Level 3 Diploma in Fish Management (Ornamental)  Dan Gale 01962 797367 
Level 2 Diploma in Fish Husbandry    Peter Black 01962 797293 
Level 1 Diploma in Land-based Studies (Fish)   Neil Crooks 01962 797399 

 

If your results are not what you are hoping for then do not panic, a member of the Fishery Studies teaching 
team will be in contact with you to discuss an alternative course for you to study. 
 

 
SPARSHOLT COLLEGE HAMPSHIRE incorporating ANDOVER COLLEGE 

Sparsholt Winchester Hampshire SO21 2NF 

Enquiry email:  enquiries@sparsholt.ac.uk 

Website:  www.sparsholt.ac.uk 

Telephone:  01962 776441 
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